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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

IN MEMORIAM  
 

 Marvin Holmes-Masterson moved to Cincinnati 
five years ago into his home on Red Bud Place. He 
wasn't there long before he started volunteering for 
NANA and eventually became President. During 
his time in Cincinnati working at GE, he was also a 
member of Clinton Hills Swim Club and was on the 
Board of Orion Charter School. He moved to 
Austin, Texas last spring. He was diagnosed with 
lymphoma a month before his 51st birthday. 
Marvin was born on June 12, 1967 and passed away 
on Tuesday, July 17, 2018. To see part of what 
General Electric put this together to honor his life 
go to page 8  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marvin & his Mother 

Coming Up... 

The 2018 Blitz by the City is October 1 -5. We 
will send out an email blast before the Blitz to 

give you more information. The location of the 
dumpster will be determined by the City later this 
month. (See Emily's article page 2 for more 

information)  

Have a great holiday, 
 
                      Heather Herr 

Dear Neighbors, 
 

Welcome back to school. 
      Meetings 
North Avondale Neighborhood Association 
(NANA) meets monthly, on every second 
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm, at North 
Avondale Montessori Cafetorium or 
Recreation Center. All meetings are open to the 

public. Meeting agenda and minutes are published here http://
northavondalecincinnati.com/nana-minutes/ 

In Memory 
Forever in our North Avondale Heart. We wanted to share a 
special tribute to Marvin Masterson Past President of NANA. 
North Avondale will remember you always. Marvin, the 
community will miss your smile, your passion your unfailing 
positivity and team encouragement, and your charm. Flowers 
were sent from NANA to his funeral and we are hopeful in 
memory of NANA Presidents who have passed away to plant a 
memorial tree at the Marian Triangle (east side of Reading at 
Clinton Springs) this fall.  

News 
If you missed the Wasson Way Phase One Ribbon Cutting 
Celebration you can learn more: Wasson Way website (http://
wassonway.org/) or the  Ribbon cutting event page on 
Facebook. The first phase of the Wasson Way bike trail opened 
9:30 (am) on July 28th.  Phase 1 extends from Madison Road 
west to the approach of the Bridge across I-71. Construction 
on Phase 2 that extends the trail across I-71 towards Xavier 
University will begin shortly. 

Neighbors & Fun  

The Yard of the Month initiative is a neighborhood-wide plan 
to award yards that are creatively landscaped, decorated, or 
simply well taken care of. Below is the first Yard of the Month. 
The Yard of the Month provides an outlet for people to 
contribute positively to their community. 

 

    James Huebner and Susan Kenford ●3961 Winding Way 



cleanup helping at my side. Marvin was a very engaging kind 
person. He was a great cheerleader too. 
To honor Marvin and other deceased NANA Presidents, the 
NANA Board voted to have a memorial tree planted. The 
Memorial Tree will be planted in Marion Triangle and the 
dying tree will be removed. Hopefully in the early fall. 
I have asked Jennifer Cronk to chair this ceremony and to 
send the details out. Charlene Morse is co-chair.  
There is a flower bed in Seasongood Square Park that wants 
some TLC. I strongly suggest that you have a garden buddy.  
Enjoy your fall everyone! 

Emily Harten Beautification Chair  
 

Reading Road Flower Pots  
To pay the Parks to maintain the flower pots along Reading 
Road, we are taking donations for 2018. You can make a 
donation online at: http://northavondalecincinnati.com/ 
donate/ and check Other and put: flower pots or you can 
mail a donation to: NANA, 617 Clinton Springs Ave, 
Cincinnati, OH 45229, ATTN: Beautification. Please 
consider helping with a tax deductible donation so we can 
continue making our neighborhood beautiful! 
Thank you!  

Carolyn Gillman - Flower Pot Fundraising Chair  
 

BLOCK WATCH 

Street  Captains  Needed:  A  street  captain  gathers  and 
documents contact information for neighbors on their street 
to  facilitate  communication  among  neighbors  for  crime 
prevention concerns (e.g., watching neighbors houses while 
their away, reporting suspicious behavior), or in the event of 
an emergency. If your street is not listed and you would like 
to be a street captain or a participant, please contact Carolyn 
at  cgillmanwhhs@gmail.com.  We  currently  have  Street 
Captains for the following: Ardmore ▪ Avon Fields Ave ▪ 
Avon Fields Ln ▪ Avondale ▪ Beechwood ▪ Betula ▪ Burton 
Woods ▪ Camden  ▪ Clinton Springs  ▪ Dickson ▪ Glencross 
▪ Eaton ▪ Lenox Pl ▪ Leyman ▪ Redway ▪ Red Bud Ave ▪ Red 
Bud Pl ▪ Rose Hill ▪ Spring House ▪  Sturgis  ▪ Valley ▪ 
Winding Way  
Thanks, 

Carolyn Gillman , Block Watch Chair 
 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
 

Reflections on August 2016 
As we approach the fall, my mind reflects back on the end of 
August, 2016 when many of us in North Avondale suffered 
from the city sewer backups after a torrential rainstorm.  
Remember then?  Many of us experienced floods in our 
basements; the water got as high as 4 feet! 
I’ve learned some valuable lessons from that time; lessons, 
which, if shared, may benefit others in case unspeakable 
storms and floods return. 
Lesson #1.  Even though you may be overwhelmed with 
the power of the storm, pull out your camera and take 
pictures immediately. Insurance companies and Metropolitan  
Sewer District (MSD) will want pictures to validate damage 
and to substantiate that your sewers backed up. 
Lesson #2.  Call the insurance company and MSD 
immediately.  Complete required forms and submit them in a  

NANA UPDATESNANA UPDATESNANA UPDATESNANA UPDATES 

 

BEAUTIFICATION 
 
Hello everyone, 
I hope that this Newsletter finds all of you well and getting 
ready for the fall. Halloween will be upon us soon. Fall colors 
make way for great hikes, drives in the country, carving 
pumpkins, and warm apple pie. I can smell the aroma now. 
 

Now to some events and accomplishments in our wonderful 
neighborhood. 
• The week of October 1st to the 5th is the " Blitz 

Week" for our neighborhood. The City program is an 
opportunity to get items: tires, trash, oversized items out 
of our public places and also if we have some large items 
in our big homes that are not regulation size for regular 
pick up.  This is the opportunity to get rid of that 
"junk".  Tires stay outside of the dumpster, please stack 
them next to the dumpsters. There will be 2 dumpsters 
placed in the neighborhood, exactly where I am not sure 
of yet. TBA 

• The Gateway Sign for our neighborhood is off and 
running after at least 3 years of running around the 
mulberry bush, whew!! Great accomplishment for North 
Avondale. Maura Wolf thank you for sticking to this 
project and making the City keep their word. This 
handsome sign is currently being installed at Dana Ave 
and Victory Parkway. The signage is another positive and 
a big plus for our neighborhood. Many thanks to the 
North Avondale Gateway team! Pictured here are Laura 
Martin (City Department of Transportation and 
Engineering), Amy Harten, and Richard Jackson.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Also on the team are: Mary Piper, Hanne Loken Larsen, 
and J Miles Wolf. A 2014 city grant obtained by NANA 
and NABA's joint Strategic Development Committee is 
funding the wall.    

• Earlier this summer the 52 neighborhoods in Cincinnati 
were contacted by Keep Cincinnati Beautiful. They asked 
all 52 neighborhoods to put in their request for how 
many flower pots does your community need. We 
responded and we're given two. The 2 pots will flank each 
end of the Gateway Sign at Victory Parkway and Dana 
Ave. I am sure that the pots will overflow with a stunning 
bounty of color and grace. 

 

Earlier this year we were told about the passing of Marvin 
Masterson, our previous North Avondale Neighborhood 
Association President. This was very sad news and shocking. 
Marvin was a gentleman and was at every neighborhood 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued on page 4) 

 
timely fashion. 
Lesson #3.  Do NOT use the first clean up company that  
you find.  Vet them.  They are all in demand during times like 
these and some of them may not be reputable.  I had an 
experience with one company who offered me the lowest 
price and agreed to sign a different amount for the insurance 
forms in hopes of getting a kick back.  (I rejected that 
company immediately!) 
Lesson #4.  Once the clean up is done and you have settled 
down, set up regular drain cleanings to make sure that your 
drains always stay in good working order.  Over time, 
branches, tree limbs and other debris fall into the drains 
causing clog ups.  Based on where your pipes line up under 
the ground, sometimes, tree roots block and can even break 
pipes.  Restoration companies can clean your pipes.  The 
latest technology can take pictures so that the source of the 
issues can be identified. 
Lesson #5.  Beware of MSD’s common refusal for  
 

reimbursement.  If you live in a valley or if your property sits 
at the base of land that slopes, MSD can refuse 
reimbursement for damages.  The typical retort is that your 
property was damaged due to “overland flooding.”  Yes, it 
makes sense that water will flow to it lowest point; however, 
flooding can occur if city sewers get backed up causing sewers 
on your property to back up – a bit more than “overland 
flooding”.  If you appeal MSD’s refusal to pay, make sure you 
get a lawyer. 
Lesson #6.  If possible, get drawings of your property 
showing property lines and showing how your pipes connect 
with the city pipes.  There is a helpful website that can 
provide useful information:  CAGIS (Cincinnati Area 
Geographical Information system) – a web mapping site that 
provides public access to underlying geographical data.  The 
site allows one to create customized maps showing property 
boundaries, ownership, topographical and drainage 
information. 
 

Kimya Moyo, Health Liaison  
 

LAW & SAFETY 
We have a new neighborhood liaison. His name is Anthony 
Hill  his email is anthony.m.hill@cincinnati-oh. and he will 
be introduced at our next NANA meeting. Officer Lori 
Hamann has been moved to Clifton and Corryville.  

Carolyn Gillman, Co-chair 
 

RENTAL HOUSING 
 

At the last meeting on July 12th, we decided not to continue 
the committee. We believe that as much as possible has been 
accomplished. 
Personally, I have had many good connections with people in 
the neighborhood for many years. 
I hope to continue those friendships in the future and wish 
everyone success in working together.  

Pauline Daly ,Chair 
 

Thank you so much for all the diligent efforts which you put 
forth. Best of luck in you new house and location.  

John Jones, VP and Committee Member 

FUN IN THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
 

Zion Baptist Church on 630 Glenwood 
Avenue (45229) will be celebrating Pastor 
and Mrs. Carol Cantrell's 21st Anniversary 
on Sunday, September 16, 2018 during 
10:15a.m. morning worship service. A 
reception in honor of the Cantrell's will be 
held after morning worship. You are invited 
to attend. Theme: "Standing On HIS Promises". Feel free to 
contact the church office for additional information (513)
751.8608  

 
The Sixth Annual Women for Women Event 

In the spirit of biblical women who have offered care and 
hospitality to one another, we invite you to participate in an 

evening of dinner, fellowship and singing 
Saturday September 22th, 2018 at 6pm at the home of Maria 

Krzeski: 3993 Rose Hill Ave, Cincinnati, 45229 

 
Lydia's House is embarking on an exciting next step. In the 
spring of 2019 the ministry will open an 8 unit apartment 
building just two blocks from the original Lydia's House 
shelter. This year's Women for Women goal is $50,000 to be 
used towards the initial operating expenses. This new 
property will provide supportive, long term housing for 
Lydia's House graduates and their children. 

In the program: 

Presentation by Lydia's House MUSE- Cincinnati’s 

Women’s Choir   

Buffet Dinner with Wine 

Valet Parking 

Wear Purple in honor of St. Lydia, a dealer of purple cloth.  Mothers 

are encouraged to bring their daughters! Invite a friend! 
 

RSVP: e-mail maryellen@stlydiashouse.org 
Lydia's House is a ministry that serves as a communal home 
for up to four women and their children, offering a nurturing 
space as they transition from homelessness to stability.  
For more information visit www.stlydiashouse.org  
 

"The 5th Annual Avondale Feet in the Street 5K & 
African-American Wellness Walk will take place on 
Saturday, October 6, 2018. 
It is designed highlight important health issues among 
African American males and bring together families from  

(Continued from page 2) 
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FUN AROUND THE TOWN 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2018-urban-league-30th-

annual-gala-silent-auction-duke-energy-center-tickets-

48457319146?aff=eac2 

PARKS & RECREATION 
 

North Avondale Recreation Center ● 617 Clinton 
Springs Ave. ● 961.1584 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:30 am to 9:00 pm; 
Friday: 10:30 am to 9:00 pm; Saturday 9:00 am 
to 1:00pm  

Memberships: Youth (5-17) $2.00; Young Adult (18-24) 
$10.00; Adult (25-49) $25.00; Senior (50+) $10.00; Weight 
Room $10.00/3 months, $35.00/year 

Pick up a s Fall Schedule at the Recreation Center. 
Please call 961.1584 if you have any Rec Center questions. 

Benjamin Oldiges  
Director - Hirsch/North Avondale Recreation Centers  

 

HIRSCH CENTER  
●3620 Reading Road ● 751.3393 

Is closed for renovations. 

ABOUT YOUR ABOUT YOUR ABOUT YOUR ABOUT YOUR 

NEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORSNEIGHBORS  

 
 

Tiffani N Tribble (immediate NANA Past President) 
was elected to the Invest In Neighborhoods Board of 
Trustees 

 
Jim Obergefell (formerly of Betula and NANA Past 

President) to be Inducted Into Ohio Civil Rights Hall of 
Fame. Go to https://www.prizmnews.com/2018/08/
jim-obergefell-to-be-inducted-into-ohio-civil-rights-hall-
of-fame/ here to see article 

 
City Ombudsman: Project by Tina Dyehouse (Burton 

Woods Lane) Have a problem with the City, view 
htts://vimeo.com/284614611 to see how to solve it. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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NANA General Meeting 
 

Tuesday September 11, 7:00pm 
North Avondale Montessori Cafetorium 

 

 
 

Next General Meeting is October 9, 2018 
 

Thank you for paying your 2018 NANA Dues 

 
Avondale and across Cincinnati for a day of fun, exercise and 
companionship. The event includes a 5K walk/run through 
Avondale, health screenings and a festival in Lincoln Park. 
Avondale Feet in the Street is being produced by Avondale 
Development Corporation, a nonprofit organization created 
to help improve the quality of life for residents of Avondale, 
the largest African-American neighborhood in Cincinnati. 
The event is supported by some of the region's leading 
companies and organizations, and powered by UC Health." 



 

NORTH AVONDALE MONTESSORI   
363.3900 ● 615 Clinton Springs 

www.namrockets.org 
 

 

NAM September Calendar 
Sept. 3 - Labor Day - No School  
Sept. 4 - PTSO and NAM Foundation Meeting - 6pm - 
Cafeteria 
Sept. 6 - NAM-Fathers Group Meeting - 7pm - Fireside Pizza - 
McMillian St.  
Sept. 10 - NAM Readathon Begins! 
Sept. 13 - Picture Day! 
Sept. - NAM Fathers Group Dad's and Doughnuts - 7:15am to 
7:45am - Gymnasium 
Sept. 18 - NAM Readathon Ends 
Sept. 29/30- NAM Fathers Group Camping Trip - Morgan;s 
Livery 
 

Students Return to NAM! 
 

On Wednesday, August 15, approximately 650 students 
returned to North Avondale Montessori from their summer 
vacation to begin the 2018-2019 school year. Students and 
parents were excited and enthusiastic to begin the school year, 
seeing their classmates, and meeting the teachers. " I was ready 
to return to school and begin my grade 6 year. I missed my 
friends and teachers," said Naomi. 
 

"We prepared all summer for our students to return and I am 
glad the day has arrived! Our custodians have done a great job 
preparing our building for opening day. Mr. Cavender, our 
Plant operator, and his staff have done a fantastic job cleaning 
our building for our students. Robin, Terri and Patrick did a 
remarkable job waxing the floors and cleaning our building. 
Our teachers have prepared their classrooms and bulletin 
boards to present the best possible environment for our 
students. My staff is hired and we are ready to go," said 
Principal Lewis. 
 

The NAM Parent Teacher Student Organization (PTSO) 
hosted their annual Back To School Picnic on Saturday, August 
25. "We had to move the date back a week due to the chance 
of rain. This is our first community event and we want to have 
a great turnout. Our Fathers Group (NAMFG) grilled 
hamburgers and hot-dogs while our parents brought covered 
dishes. We also had games and music for our students. We 
always look forward to hosting this event," said PTSO 
President Valerie Perez. 
 

"The first week of school was a success! My students are 
excited and ready to learn and I appreciate the support of our 
parents. You can't have a great year if you do not have a great 
first day and our first day was absolutely fantastic," said 6 to 9 
Teacher, Ms. Nico. 
 

Roger Lewis, Principal 

THE NEW SCHOOL MONTESSORI  
(TNSM) 

281.7999 ● 3 Burton Woods Lane  
www.newschoolmontessori.com 

 

The New School Montessori parents and staff completed a 
seminar this summer, learning the skills of positive 
discipline. Parents took part in a one-evening seminar while 
TNSM staff participated in two days of workshops. 
 

We are excited to begin the school year with a common 
language and understanding of the methods discussed. The 
work was based on the bestselling positive discipline books 
by Dr. Jane Nelsen and co-authors Lynn Lott, Cheryl Erwin 
and others. The main messages of the positive discipline 
curriculum are already long-standing tenets of Dr. Maria 
Montessori’s methods. Both philosophies agree on the 
importance of respecting the child, encouraging 
responsibility and nourishing the connection of the children 
to their community within their family and at school. 
Research shows that fostering a firm, yet positive 
connection with students translates to  improvements in 
classroom behavior, improved academic performance and a 
long-lasting protective effect where children’s advanced 
social skills and sense of belonging decrease the incidence of 
socially risky behavior.   
 
In one of the 
exercises, we were 
asked to stand on a 
chair to address the 
other half of the 
teachers in our 
group. It was very 
e m o t i o n a l  t o 
recognize how one’s 
tone of voice, word 
choice and position 
of power can set up 
an unrealized diminishment going into any conversation. 

Ann Baumgardner, Communications Director  

(5) 

WELCOME NEW 

NEIGHBORS 
 

• Kourtney M Mclean at 754 Avon Fields Ln 
• Walter Glenn Ellerbe at 740 Fred Shuttlesworth Cir 
• Michael & Elizabeth W Hickerson at 751 Fred 

Shuttlesworth 
• Jason D & Rebecca L Steuart at 729 E Mitchell Ave  
• Radi K & Joi Baker at 3992 Parker Pl 
• Family Funeral Centers LLC at 3927 Reading Rd 
• Sean Mclaughlin at 3900 Rose Hill Ave #501 A 
• Ginger Merritt at 3900 Rose Hill Ave #201 A 
• Cody & Chelsie Walter at 175 Wedgewood Ave 
• Timothy Hammond & Cathryn Elizabeth Reiber at 45 

Wuest  



Just a note to let you know that in September my daughter, 
Petra van Nuis, is releasing "Because We're Night 
People," a new CD of night-themed standards with a 
moody/dreamy tone. The recording was done live in 
Chicago and Petra is 
a c c omp an i e d  b y 
r e v e r e d  Ch i c a go 
p i a n i s t  Den n i s 
Luxion (best known 
for his collaboration 
w i t h  t r umpe t e r /
singer Chet Baker). 
Here's a promo video 
for the CD:https://
www.youtube.com/
w a t c h ? v = -
OxqXmZa_MA 

Rosalie van Nuis (Burton Woods Lane) 

NANA EXECUTIVE BOARD & COMMITTEES 
 

President: Heather Herr heatherherr91@gmail.com Beautification: Emily Harten   emharten@aol.com 

1st VP Jennifer Cronk jennifercronk@hotmail.com Block Watch: Carolyn Gillman cgillmanwhhs@gmail.com 

2nd VP: John Jones jwjphoenix@gmail.com Law & Safety: Carolyn Gillman 
                         Dirk Pastoor  

cgillmanwhhs@gmail.com 
dpastoor1@gmail.com 

3rd VP: Jimmy Musuraca-Messer  nanacincinnati@gmail.com Master Plan Update: Ian Smith  ian.mowbray.smith@gmail.com  

Cor. Sec.: Kelley Bagayoko  kelleybagayoko@gmail.com  Pedestrian Safety: David Emery  emeryda@gmail.com 

  Rec Secretary: Ken Brawner 

Treasurer: Doug Louder Jr.  
kbrawner@fuse.net 

 

Douglouder@yahoo.com 

Editor: Charlene Morse nanacincinnati@gmail.com 
 

Cincinnati’s Best Address with: Beautiful Homes, Great Neighbors & Civic Passion  

NANA CALENDAR  
 

• Tuesday, September 11, NANA General Meeting, 7:00 pm, North Avondale School Cafetorium, 617 Clinton Springs Av 
• October 1 – 5, 2018 Neighborhood Blitz  (more information to come) 
• Tuesday, October 9, NANA General Meeting, 7:00 pm, North Avondale School Cafetorium Center, 617 Clinton Springs  
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FROM YOUR NEIGHBORS 
 

Jolene Struebbe (Beechwood) 
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THE CITY & OTHER NONPROFITS 
    

Run For the Generations   Left Turn Signal On Vine at Glenwood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       To be reviewed next week at the Neighborhood’s Committee  
       Meeting on Tuesday Stepember4, 11:00am  

 

https://runsignup.com/Race/OH/Cincinnati/RunfortheGenerations5K  
 

6th Annual Mill Creek Cleanup 
The Cincinnati Fire Department is seeking your 
support in its efforts to have a successful open 
house day on Saturday, October 13, 2018 from 
1:00 PM to 5:00 PM, the Cincinnati Fire 
Department will open its 26 fire stations to the 
public. It is our desire to have as many as possible to 
attend this event. 
The Cincinnati Fire Department’s “Open House 
Day” will be a great time for children and adults to 
learn fire safety and about the Cincinnati Fire 
Department in general and to enjoy themselves while 
at the event. If your community would like to do 
something special at your local fire station please feel 
free to let me know your ideals, this is your event. 

 Fredrick A. Prather, District Fire Chief 
Cincinnati Fire Department Fire Prevention Bureau 
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Marvin Holmes Masterson started his GE career in 2005 at the Middle River (MRAS) site in Baltimore and also served in Cincinnati 
and Austin.  During this time, he made a tremendous impact on everyone who had the pleasure of working with him.  While we are 
all devastated by this loss, we are celebrating his incredible contributions not only to GE, but to the world.  GE sites across the US 
and UK held a 'Moment for Marvin' releasing green balloons (the color of Lymphoma awareness) and bubbles in his honor.  
We all know what a gentle and beautiful soul Marvin was. He always had time for other people. That was his life, he dedicated his 
intellect and his heart to people, and he had a real affect.~ Mike McAlevey ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Marvin, we will miss your smile…your passion...  
            your unfailing positivity and team encouragement...  
                   and your charm!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One thing I think all of us remember Marvin saying; he always 
ended every conversation with 'Okay my friend, I'll see you 
soon, my friend', so here's to our friend Marvin.~ Erin Alkire 


